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is an important
site, once home to the founding father
and first president of the United Arab
Emirates, the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan. Sheikh Zayed lived
here with his family until 1966, they
later moved to Abu Dhabi. Inside
the museum, the Palace and private
residence built in 1937, provide an
insight into the lives and culture of both
the ruling family and community until
its transformation after the discovery
of petroleum.

As you explore the Al Ain Palace
Museum, we invite you to discuss,
draw, and write in this guide and hope
that you find that the closer you look,
the more you discover!
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This Activity Guide is designed for visitors of dblag jlacill graa ga jlgjll Julall 13a @rani @i

all ages to use while discovering Al Ain Palace wa aaladiwl dale 127 gu @ajlaci 291ii gaall
Museum, especially visitors aged 7 to 12 years old. =l jné Waia Wliiwl
During your visit, please remember: JSAT cnap Alijlaj JUS

Touch the objects only with your eyes, @acg Jndll GlLiiida daaliila

never your hands Al Lawal

Walk in the galleries — do not run yéll @lwéig Gleld gna Jas)ll @sc

¢yl aslira cLifl tnala g Gaaill

Write and draw only with pencils ﬁ asanill @Mai gi @alall @Uaill @adiwi ll
= |

Use a quiet voice when sharing your ideas

—no pens or markers please
Turn your mobile phone to silent Galnll g2bgll wnlc Jgaaall Wilall hivl

No drinks or food algall cLiil upiilig Jsill giaj
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Family Tree alilell ayaus

A family tree is a visual diagram that aljal i Py hbhia e jlic dlilell ajaud
outlines the lineage of your family Jualllg ¢alaal Jgnl ge asjall wy=il elilile
members, to learn more about the past wlc (ngini dcld pndll @ay .Clilile (ja adilwll
generations of your family. You will find il adpyell Jgolll angi anill dlilell djaun
in the Palace a family tree that indicates wna @shll aullg aubagil @lsa glai JT dlile
the origins of the Al Nahyan family which J1d la (] laysa ag=a anill (gubs eniy alug
belonged to the Bani Yas tribe dating back .@1633 alc
to 1633 CE.

Have you created your family tree? f¢b aplall dlilell djaull (@uip Cad Ja
Ask one of your family members to help you ¢liaclwa ¢lilile alpal aai gi ¢lallg ga wlbl
do this. Start by filling in your family details ailisa Tal .¢h aplall alilell ajaih @uwyj tha

in this tree! 16l eda cna dlilile Glily
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Palace Courtyard &
Family Home

The Palace is both the former private
residence of Sheikh Zayed and his family,
and a public courtyard where visitors and
guests were received. Inside the private
rooms of the Palace, ground floor rooms
were where Her Highness Sheikha Fatima
bint Mubarak received female guests.

The first floor held the private bedrooms
of the sons of Sheikh Zayed. Sheikh
Zayed’s former bedroom is defined by
its simplicity and contains the utmost
necessities of the Sheikh when he

lived there.

As you explore each room, seeifyoT\

find any of the objects below:

Clock: wall mounted clock.

Fanar: a handheld lamp used in the past.
Khanjar: a curved dagger used for self-
defense in the past.

Mahafa: handheld fan made of

palm leaves.

Mandoos: a chest made of wood, used to
store clothes.

Marash: a perfume bottle made of copper.
Mik’hala: traditional cosmetics used by
women, which contains kohl.

Mibkhara: a structure made of palm
leaves used to perfume clothes using
incense.

Sword: a long and sharp weapon used for
self-defense.




List the rooms where you found these objects: :adLill Glgatll Gaang dua Wyl clawi gga
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There are several maijlis, or seating

areas, in the public and private sections
of the Palace. Sheikh Zayed frequently
received at his majlis members of the
local community, tribal leaders, as well as
foreign visitors from beyond Abu Dhabi,
which is why one maijlis features western
style furniture.

Did You Know?
Elders or tribe leaders in a majlis would
lead the conversation, while younger

guests would attentively listen. The
maijlis is where customs of tradition are
passed onto younger generations.
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What sort of topics do you think might
be discussed in the majlis today? List your
topics below:
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A Traditional Tent

An important feature of the Palace is a
large tent, which was the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s favourite
place to receive guests. Although a
modern tent is now in its place, the tent
recalls rich Bedouin traditions.

Tents are traditionally made from camel
hair, and are sometimes called Bait

Al Shi’ir. Poetry was often recited and
appreciated during gatherings that took
place in such tents.

What sort of poem would you recite inside
such a tent? Write your poem below:
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Decorate your own dellah (coffee pot
Gahwa y (coffee pot)

and finjan (coffee cup):

To make traditional gahwa (Arabic coffee),
roasted and ground coffee beans are
placed into a pot with boiling water. Upon
the arrival of guests, the brewed coffee
would be poured into a smaller pot and
spices such as cardamom, saffron, or rose
water would be added to enrich its taste
and aroma. The coffee is then poured into
a serving pot known as a dellah, and held
in the servers’ left hand. Coffee is served
to seated guests starting from the right
side of the room and moving towards

the left. The coffee is served in a tiny cup
known as a finjan, filled less than half
way, to allow the coffee to cool rapidly.

Did You Know?

The Palace has special rooms near certain majalis,
used only for the making of gahwa or Arabic coffee.
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Cooling Through
Pattern

The traditional method of using wide and
long verandas helped cool the air outside
the Palace rooms, and shielded them from
intense sunlight. Verandas are roofed open
walkways or porches.

What architectural details and patterns
can you find in the Palace?

Look closely at the tiny windows in the
Palace walls; patterns in building walls
are both visually appealing as well as
allow for the flow of cool air.

Create your own patterns below:
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Did you Know?

When the Palace was originally
constructed, building materials were
sourced from the land and trees of Al Ain.




Palace Vehicle

Before the introduction of cars, people
in Al Ain travelled on foot, by camel, or
horse. This Land Rover is similar to some
of the first cars that were used in Al Ain.

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
frequently toured the desert of Abu Dhabi
in a Land Rover, similar to this one, to visit
the people and monitor the development
of the country.

Complete the drawing below by adding

your own details to the Land Rover:
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Draw your favourite place, experience, wnill (ggBgall G@aill «glsall @uyl
or topic at the museum below: :@aiall (na liaci







